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Introduction 

The Shire of Esperance (SOE) has proposed to clear 0.12ha of native vegetation 

located within the Merivale Road reserve between SLK 7.32 and 7.93 (Main Roads, 

2025) for the purposes of road upgrades to meet Australian road standards.  

Map 

 
Figure 1. Location and vegetation to be cleared of proposed Merivale Road, SLK 

7.32-7.93. (A point within the site is 409768m E, 6260797m N, GDA94, Zone 51). 

Desktop Summary  

Prior to the site inspection, the Shire of Esperance’s Desktop Environmental Impacts 

Spatial Interrogation Program (DEISIP) was utilised to conduct a comprehensive 

desktop search for an area encompassing a 20km radius of the proposed site. This 

program consults numerous Local, State and Federal government spatial data sets 

to provide valuable environmental, heritage and other relevant information required 

in the assessment of the project against the ten clearing principles for native 

vegetation, regulated under Schedule 5 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 

(EP Act 1986).  

 

Merivale Road SLK 7.32-7.93 is mapped as forming a component of a single Beard 

Vegetation Association, namely Fanny Cove 7048. This is lightly cleared with 79% of 
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Map of remnant vegetation within a 5km buffer produced by 

DEISIP. Project is highlighted in red, remnant vegetation is in 

green and cleared vegetation is in orange, road centrelines are 

in black and cadastre boundaries are in grey. 

Threatened and 

priority flora 

(Appendix 1) 

43 PF and 1 TF were recorded within 20km of the project. 

Threatened 

Ecological 

Communities 

The site is 400m from the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) listed 

Proteaceae Dominated Kwongkan Shrublands of the 

Southeast Coastal Floristic Province of Western Australia TEC. 

 

The site is also 9.2km from the EPBC Act listed Subtropical 

and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh TEC. 

Threatened and 

Priority Fauna 

(Appendix 2) 

53 conservation listed fauna species were recorded within 

20km of the project. 

Closest 

Conservation 

Reserve 

735m from Reserve 23825 ‘Mullet Lake Nature Reserve’.  
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Site Inspection 

A site inspection was conducted by  (Environmental Coordinator) and 

 (Environmental Officer) of the Shire of Esperance on the 9 

September 2025.  

 

Approximately 0.12ha of native vegetation was present within the project site, which 

was classified during the site inspection into three distinct vegetation types, namely –  

A. Melaleuca cuticularis, Acacia cyclops and Acacia saligna over mixed Poaceae 

weeds. 

B. Mallee over mixed shrubs and mixed Poaceae weeds. 

C. Mixed shrubs over mixed Poaceae weeds. 

Refer to Figure 2 for the map of vegetation types within the Merivale Road, SLK 7.32 

- 7.93 site.  

 
Figure 2. Vegetation types present within proposed Merivale Road, SLK 7.32-7.93 

site. 

 

Vegetation condition varied between Degraded and Good condition (Keighery 1994), 

with the majority (0.08ha) in Degraded condition. Refer to Figure 3 for the map of 

Aboriginal 

Heritage 

No listed heritage sites were within the project area. 
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Photos 

 
Figure 4. Photo of vegetation type A described as: “Melaleuca cuticularis, Acacia 

cyclops and Acacia saligna over mixed Poaceae weeds”. Taken by  

 on 9 September 2025. 

 

 
Figure 5. Photo of vegetation type B described as: “Mallee over mixed shrubs and 

mixed Poaceae weeds”. Taken by  on 9 September 2025. 
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Figure 5. Photo of vegetation type C described as: “Mixed shrubs over mixed 

Poaceae weeds”. Taken by  on 9 September 2025. 
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Appendix 3: Infrastructure plans

 



17 
 

 

 



18 
 

 

 




