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Clearing Parmit Decision Report

Application details

1.1, Permit application details

Permit application No.:

Permit fype:

47471
Purpoge Pemut

1.2. Proponent details

Propanant’s nare:

Shire of Lake Grace

1.3. Property details

Fropearty:

Local Government fraa;
Coltoguial name:

Shire OF Lake Grace
Shire of Lake Grace

t.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Claaring For the purpose of:
56 Mechanical Removal Euxtractive Industry
1.5 Mechanical Removal Exiractive Industry
7 .84 Mechanical Removal Exdractive industry
i Meachanical Remowval Road construclian ar maimtenance
2.6 Mechanical Removal Exiractive Industry
4.5 Wechanical Removal Extractive Indusiry
2 Machanical Retnoval Road construcian or maintenance
94 Mechanical Remova Fosad construciion or maintenance
1.5 Mechanical Removal Extractive Industry
2.2 Meachanical Remaval Extractive [ndustry
.45 Mechanical Removal Extractive Industry

Merhanical Removal

Extractive [ndustry

2. Site Information

2.1.  Existing envirenment and information

2.1.1. Desecriplion of ihe native vegetalion under application

Vegetation Descrintion Clearing Description Vegetation Condition  Comment

3. Assessment of application against clearing principles

{a) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high fevel of biological diversity.

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principle

The proposal is for 11 sites 10 be dearcd within the Shire of Lake Grace. Eight of the sitas are for the extention
at existing gravel pits and three are for road iniersection gpgrades.

The Shire of Lake Grace has bean extensively cieared with less than 22% of s native vegelation remaining.
The vegatation within the Shire of Lake Grace is alsu habital for many threatened flora and fauna (BOS advica,
2006}, Aeriad pholography indicates minienal vegetation remains within the road intersections o be cleared.
Hawever, the gravel pits are located within road reserves which contain lingar fracts of substantially intact native
vegetation.

To mitigate any loss of biodiversity within the areas 1o he clearsd # condition has heen nposed {of revegetation
of the gravel pits proposed o be cleared and an ofisct condifion far the revegeiation of the previously cleared
arcas of the gravel piks.

Rethadalogy  BCS advico [2006)
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{Y Matlve vegelation should not be clesred if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary Jor the
maintenance of, 2 sigrificant kabitat for fauna indigenous o Weslern Australia.

Tomiments Proposal may be af vartance {0 this Principle
Thee Binfivors! sevntinn Soskan RO hoe pdvissd hat o clearing of rsiive venstation for the axiensien
of tie ciravel pits 0,11 and 12 and intersection b is likety to reduze the valug of the vegetation
carridor provided by the road reserves. In oaricualar, mobile fauns species sach as the Chudich and the
Wastem Brugh Watlaby miay be impacied and the road reservas also serde ag imoortant avian fauca habilat

To reduce the ioss of faung hahitat a condition has been imposed for revegetation of the gravel pits propesed to
be cleared and an offset condition for the revagetation of he previously cleared areas of e gravel pits.

Methodalegy  BOS advine {2006)

ic} Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of,
rare floza,

Comrments Froposal may be at variance to this Principle
A site visit was carried out by the DEC Katanning office (IN20145} which indicaties that several siies initialby
proposed for cleaning contain Oeclared Rare and priotity flara, These areas have been withdrawn from the
propaosal.

However. in relation to Area 1 Gravel Pit, {22.5km east of Lake King cross roads on the Norsemen Road nerth
side of the road), Grevillea aneura {F4) is possibly growing in the existing pit. Thysanotus glavcus (P4) is also
krnwn to occur in close proximity to this gravet pit.

A conditions have besn imposed to:

to survay and avoid lhese spacies

affset tha valuas of the area to be clearad thraugh the revegatation of the grave! extraction sites proposed 0 be
cleared and revegetation of the previously cieared areas of the gravel pits.

Methodology  BLS advice (2008)
DEC Katanning office (INZD145)

(d) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the
maintenance of a threatened ecological comrnunity.

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
The Biodiversity Conservation Section DEC has advised that there i no evidence fo suggest that any
Enviranmeani Protection and Biodiversity Congervation Act listed Threatened Ecological Commurnities {TECs) or
State listed TECs are presenl or fikely to be present on the proposed clearing sites, This propasal is not likely
to be at vanance to this Panciple,

Methodology  CALM (2006)

(e) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significan{ as a remnant of native vegetation in an area
that has been extensively ¢cleared,

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principle

Tha proposed olearing is localed acmss the Shire of Lake Grace and within the Mallee Bioragion. The extent of
native vegetation within these areasz is 21.9% and 19.5% raspactively.

To mitigate any potential impacts of the clearing an ramnant vegatation, while acknowiedging the need to maintain
and upgrade roads, the propased clearing will be carred oul w aceordance with a condition impesecd an the permit
requiring that ¢learing of vogetation be avoided, and where this is not possible. minimised. [n addition. o addrass
the lnss of vegetation wilhin & highfy vleared landscape, 2 conddion has becn imposed to offset the values of the
area to be cieared through the revegetation of the axisting gravel nits and the propesed gravel pits.

Pra-CEuropean Current Remaining  Conservation

area fha) extent {ha) W status’
IERA Bioregion- Mallee 4,130.28+*  5OE 971 195 Wulnerabie
Shire- Lake Grace 1.031.872 225,691 2tH Wulnerable
Beard veq ype-2048 383,125 176,608 461 Crepleted
Beard vag type-511 409,458 214,324 5348 Least concern
Board vog hype-516 1,241,361 B 416 432 Depieted
Beard veq type-510 2.221,704 1.346 958 B0 Vulnerabla
Seard veg type-9i4 78095 83,4971 dd.5 Least concern
Beard weq type-936 1,016,210 Q06,826 a89.2 Least concern
Baard ven type-315 9,704 8 704 100 Least goncem

Piige 4
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BMethodolany Shooberd @ &
Demanment of Matusd Hesaures ano Ensironment {2002;

{f) MNative vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment
associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at varianea to this Principle
The areas proposed to be clearsd are not associatad with any wetlands or watarcourses,

Mothodalegy S database.
Hydargrapty Linear (hierarchy) Dok 13/4/05

(9} Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appraciable
[and degradation.

Comments Preposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The proposed clearing on road intersections and for gravel extraction may cause some short term land
degradatian isgues in terms of localised flooding and soil erosion duning works.

However, thaesea issues should be minimised as works an the existing inlersections have in place roadside
infrastructure to prevent land degradation associaied with roads. Additionally conditions placed on the pormit o
underlake revegetation on completion of gravet axiraction will minimise lang term land degradation associated
with gravel extraclion.

Methodoloay

(h) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on
the environmentai values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principle
The Biodiversity Conssrvation Seckion DEC has advised that the clgaring of native vegetation under this
propasal is not likeky o directly impact on any of the DEC conservation reserves. However, thay have advised
that all tha sites are within road reserves of remnant vegeiation that form imporlant ecoingical knkages across
an area that is otherwise extensively cleared. The proposed clearing will reduce the value of the vagetation
curridor paricularly for wildife moving though the landseape bebween conservation arsss,

To mitigate any potentisl impacts of the clearing on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby
consarvalion araas the nropnaad clearing will be carried out in accurdanacs with & condikion imposed on the
permit requiring that clearing of vegatation ke avoided, where this is not possibla, minimised and the
revegetatian of the existing gravel pits snd e proposed gravel pits.

Methodology B30 advice {2006}

(i} Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration
in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
The areas under zpplication lig within three catchmont areas being the Swan Avon-Lackhan, Magenta Interanal
and Culham IMet-Philips-West-Steere.

Static gqraundwator level within the shire range fram 10.4 m to 30.5 m below ground leveld, with & mapped
goundwater salinity of 7000 fo greater than 35 000 mgil.

The nroposed clegring on road interseclions and for gravel extraciion may cause some short terme watnr guality
iseues in terms of localised surface water sadimentation during works. Howeyver these issuas shaold be
minimisad a% the exising infarserctions have in placs roadside infrasticture to prevent water quality issues
asstclatnd with the road works.

Methodology  GIS Database:
- Groundwaier salinity, Statewide - 2200200
- Hydrographic Catchments - Catchments - DOE 23/3/105
- Wk Groundwater Siles, Olher - nen DEWCP (current)

S 2




i1 HNative vegetation should not he cieared if ciearing the vogstation is ithely io cause, or exXacerbals, the
incidance or intensity of flooding,
Comimants Proposal iz not kely to be at variance to this Frinciple

Die i moale sned s coiure of the

srapcssd clodniag s ety o sxaserhae Tooding in the ooel o

Methodolegy 315 Databazes:
- Tapograonhic Contours, Statewids - DOLA 12002

Planning instrument, Native Title, Previous EPA decision or gther matter.

Coemments
There is no RIWI Act Licenoe of Works approval reouired for the proposed works.
There daes not appaar to he a Native Title claim over the areas applied to be cleared. Howover, the
Cepartment of Environment and Conservation's adverlising of the application in the West Australian newspaper
constiutes legal nolification of the native fitle representative body for the pupose of the future act proceduras
under the Native Tithe Act 1892, No responss was received from the representative bady,

Methodology

4, Assessor's recommendations

Purpose Method Applied Decision Comment f recommendation
araa [half irees

Estrantive  Mechanical 5.6 Grant Site 2 120.0003, -33.0785 {MAW) 1200037 .-33.0804{3E)

industry Remeual

Exractive  WMechanicat 1.5 Grant Sile 1 118.5261, -33.9807 {NW) 1139311, -33.0821 (SE}

Industry Removal

Exfracive  Mechanical  7.84 Grant Site 3 1199736, -33.4723 (MW 110.9703, 331772 (SE)

Inedustry Remaval

Eyiraciive  Mechanicat 4.5 Grant Site 6 112.8384, -33.1588 [NW) 119.8438, -33.1613 [3E}

Inguskry Remaval

Eufrinfive Mechanical 26 Grant Site 5 1108956, 35 1380 (MW 119,898, -33.1386 (E}

Inguskry Remayal

Estrachve  Mechanical 2.2 Grant Sele & 1197809, -32.9686 W) 118.7842, -32.0686 (8)

Indestry Remayal

Eulrsctive  Meghanizal The assessable sriteria have been adgressed and no objeciions were raised. The

[nesing Reraval assesument identified the proposal maybe be at variance 10 some of the dearing
princinles. The polential imoeacts of the clearning will be mitigated through permit
cancitions. The assessing officer therefore recomemends that the permit he granted.

Estraclve  Meshsrizzl 0,40 Grant Site 9 119, 7285, -32.9580 |NW) 1107384, -32. 9617 (EE)

Irdusty Rem el

Extractive  dhachan.cal 1.5 Gramnt Site 7 1187802, 32 9623 (NWY 118.7934, 328807 (58

IriiLsstry P e

Road Mechanicel 2 Grant Site 4 T19.8771 3201 B4NW 119.9738, 33,2195 (SE)

Construchan Ramwat

mainferance

Rz Térehanica: 2 Grant Slte 10 1181564, 53 2170 (MW E15.1386. -13.2205 [SEY 1181364, -33. 2190 (R
congircion oRemeva!

mainterance

Ana Mechanica: 0.9 Grant Sitg 11 11B.R589, -32. 7838 (N 18,6600, -32. 7852 15E)

consiecin aRemovai

mairlensnc

Clearing Assessment Unit's biodiverstiy advice for land clearing application. Advice to Director Genaral, Dapartmant of
FEnviranment and Consersalion [DEC), Woestern Ausirabia, TRIM ref xomo

DEC Katannimg office [IN20145)

Departmient of Natural Resources and Envirorment (20023 Biodiversity Action Planning. Action planning for native: biodiversily
at multipie scales; salchment bioregional, landscane, local, Departmant of Natural Resources and Envirgnmant,
Wictoria.

Keighery, B.l. {1994) Bushland Plant Survay: A Guide to Plant Commusnity Survey for the Community, WildRlowsr Sovicty of
WA (g Medlands, Western Australia,

Skephard, D.F., Besston, G.R. and Hopkins, A.J.R. {2Z001) Native Yegeiation it Western Australia, Exien:, Type and Status,
Resource Manzgement Technical Report 248, Departmeant of Agriculiure, Wostern Austradia,

Fogjon 4
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