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1 INTRODUCTION

PROJECT BACKGROUND

PURPOSE



Figure 1: Permit Area  



Chichester Solar Farm Expansion – NVCP Application
APA Pilbara Holdings Pty Ltd

2 PERMIT AREA

BOUNDARY

TENURE AND LAND ACCESS

NATIVE TITLE
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3 PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 
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4 ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS

SURVEY DETAILS



Figure 3: Survey Area  
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BIOGEOGRAPHIC REGIONS

Biodiversity Audit of Western Australia’s 53 Biogeographical 
Subregions

“Alluvial plains and river frontage. Extensive salt marsh, mulga-bunch grass, and short 
grass communities on alluvial plains in the east. Deeply incised gorge systems in the 
western (lower) part of the drainage. River gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) woodlands 
fringe the drainage lines. Northern limit of Mulga (Acacia aneura). An extensive calcrete 
aquifer (originating within a palaeo-drainage valley) feeds numerous permanent 
springs in the central Fortescue, supporting large permanent wetlands with extensive 
stands of river gum and cadjeput (Melaleuca argentea) woodlands. Climatic conditions 
are semi desert tropical, with average rainfall of 300 mm, falling mainly in summer 
cyclonic events.  Drainage occurs to the north-west”.

LAND SYSTEMS

et al.,

PRE-EUROPEAN VEGETATION

Acacia Anoura



Figure 4: IBRA subregions 



Figure 5: Land systems 



Figure 6: Pre-European vegetation 
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FLORA AND VEGETATION

LISTED FLORA

Rhagodia 
Themeda

Calotis squamigera
Eragrostis crateriformis
Rostellularia adscendens latifolia 
Swainsona thompsoniana 
Eremophila youngii lepidota 

RECORDED SIGNIFICANT FLORA

Rhagodia Themeda 

INTRODUCED FLORA SPECIES

Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007

*Aerva javanica
*Bidens bipinnata
*Cenchrus ciliaris 
*Cenchrus setiger
*Citrullus colocynthis
*Echinochloa colona 
*Malvastrum americanum 
*Tribulus terrestris
*Vachellia farnesiana 
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VEGETATION TYPE

Table 1: Vegetation types recorded within the Permit Area

Code Mapping unit
Extent in Permit Area

Area (ha) Proportion of 
Permit Area (%)

Acacia aptaneura Acacia 
Malvastrum americanum

Cenchrus Aristida 

Acacia aptaneura Acacia 
Senna Eremophila cuneifolia

Aristida 

Acacia aptaneura 
Acacia 

Aristida contorta Enneapogon polyphyllus Eragrostis xerophila
Sclerolaena 

Acacia xiphophylla 
Senna artemisioides oligophylla Eremophila cuneifolia 

Enteropogon ramosus Aristida 
contorta Sclerolaena cornishiana

Total 136.6 100

VEGETATION CONDITION
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Table 2: Vegetation condition 

Condition Rating Area (ha) Proportion of Permit Area (%)

Total 136.6 100

THREATENED AND PRIORITY ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES



Figure 7: Vegetation types  



Figure 8: Vegetation condition and introduced flora records 
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FAUNA

FAUNA HABITAT

Acacia

Acacia

Table 3: Fauna habitat recorded within the Permit Area

Habitat type Area (ha) Proportion of Permit Area (%)

Acacia

Total 136.6 100

LISTED FAUNA

Leggadina lakedownensis

Acacia 
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 Dasyurus hallucatus 
 Rhinonicteris aurantia 

 Macroderma gigas 

 

 Falco hypoleucos 
 Apus pacificus 
 Falco peregrinus 

 Liasis olivaceus barroni 
 Anilios ganei 
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RECORDED SIGNIFICANT FAUNA

Leggadina lakedownensis



Figure 9: Fauna habitat 
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WATER AND DRAINAGE

LAND USE
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5 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 

 Environmental Protection Act 1986  
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6 ASSESSMENT OF CLEARING AGAINST THE TEN 
CLEARING PRINCIPLES  

A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation 
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7 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
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A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation 
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8 GLOSSARY 

Term Meaning 

Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016

Wildlife Conservation Act 1950

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016  Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
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