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 The BCM could not accommodate vessels over 25m likely to be used to access 
the Abrolhos Islands, and 

 The FBH, being a light industrial area, did not provide suitable access to make 
the operation tourism friendly (e.g. no nearby parking, disabled access or 
suitable staging area). 

 
During the project definition phase MWPA consulted with CGG, DoT and other users of 
the adjacent Town Beach area providing three possible options for the Tourism Jetty 
construction along the Esplanade. Via this consultation the final location was chosen as 
it would minimise interactions with the existing public boat ramp, avoid conflicts with 
existing infrastructure along the Esplanade and minimise potential interactions with sea 
lions known to use the waters and rock groin north of the Esplanade. 

Design Optimization 

The channel design has been optimized, in terms of its size and location, to reduce the 
amount of disturbance to benthic habitats and provide a sufficient buffer to the nearby 
shipping channel and sea lion haul out area known locally as “Seal Rocks”.  
 
The channel location and size were optimized during the detailed design and operability 
studies. Using bathymetric surveys, the channel location targeted the deepest water 
available to minimise the amount of seabed disturbance during the drag plough 
operations. Benthic habitat mapping assisted to identify and minimise seagrass losses 
by modifying the channel’s angle of approach.  
 
As a result of this optimization work, the channel width was reduced allowing only one 
vessel to approach or exit the jetty at any time and only the inner most section of the 
channel required deepening to facilitate safe access on all tidal ranges. 

Clearing Method 

Geotechnical studies were undertaken to identify options for establishing the approach 
channel for the new jetty. It was determined the depths and seabed leveling required 
could be achieved via drag plough operations as opposed to conventional dredging, 
minimising dredge related impacts such as turbidity and the need for dredge material 
disposal.  

Drag plough operations allow sediments to be retained within the local coastal 
processes unit where they can continue to provide benefit to the environment and 
support natural sediment cycles. 

Benthic Community and Habitat Cumulative Loss Assessment 

A detailed benthic habitat investigation and assessment was completed in alignment 
with the EPA (2016) Technical Guidance: Protection of Benthic Communities and 
Habitats. O2 Marine was commissioned to develop a report on the Benthic 
Communities and Habitat Cumulative Loss Assessment (CLA) for the MWPA Tourist 
Jetty. The CLA report assisted MWPA to determine how significant the planned benthic 
habitat disturbance associated with establishing the approach channel would be. The 
CLA report also addresses the native vegetation clearing principles defined in the DER 
(2014) Guide to the assessment of applicants to clear native vegetation.  

MWPA believes the proposal meets all relevant clearing principles and has provided the 
CLA Report and associate IMSA data package to assist DWER in its assessment. 

 












